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GLUCK, Christoph Willibald von, 1714-1787 


Il Ré Pastore. Manuscript, Italian, Cce.17561. 


Unpublished in full score until the Sàmtliche Werke, 
1967, and only 2 excerpts in short score published 
in Gluck's lifetime. Contemporary MS copies are 
very scarce; the commentary to the 1967 edition rec- 
ords 5 in all (none in private hands), and only one 
of them is complete. 


Dramma per musica in 3 acts, text by Metastasio, was 
first performed for the birthday of Emperor Francis 

I on 8 December 1756 at the Vienna Burgtheater. The 
present score contains the whole of Act III, including 
the recitatives. The aria 'L'amero: saro costante' 
follows the version given in an appendix to the 1967 
score. The only other source for this version is a 
manuscript that was formerly in the Esterhazy Archives 
and is now in the National Museum, Budapest. 


A point of particular interest, and a possible link 
with the original production, is the name "Gabrielli" 
written in the score at the head of Elisa's aria 'Io 
rimaner divisa'. Caterina Gabrielli (1730-96) who, 

as promiscuous as she was virtuose, was later to become 
one of the most talked-about of singers, was at this 
time studying in Vienna and created the part of Elisa. 
This aria, with another from Act III (Agenor's 'Sol 
puo dir'), is singled out by Einstein (Gluck pp.52-4) 
for particular praise in an opera which he otherwise 
regards as somewhat conventional. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
! In 2018 with funding from I ii 
University of Western Ontario - University of Toronto Libraries. 


nttps Ilarchive.org/details/ilrpastoredramma0ogiuc 
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